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By SIDNEY }ZI‘)WARDS-
(London Exprese)
LONDON - When Visconti
directed Burt lancaster in The

' Leopard he described him like this:

“Ths most perfectly mysterious man
I've ever met.”

Thers was mors than an element

of mystery involved In meeting Mr.

Lancaster (hls week, No oas nctually

“put on a blndiold but T had to meet

at & rendezvous, & hotel, sbout 50

“yards away from tha house in which
- ha {s staying, Then escmtcd through

back streets.

He s anxlous to preserve the
enonymity' of klz whereabouts
(although if you ere cut early in Hyds
Park you might meet him jogglng In
& blug track-sulf),

The setting Is aristocratlc: a black
Rolls at the dosr, ¢id paintings on
. the walls of the beautiiully furnlshed
dmwmg room. Ons ashiray {5 crovwd-
¢d with cizarette ends, T rtayed up
aan, trying to edjust to the
time change from New York, 1 finally
got 1o elzep and I fzel much better.”

It was midmorning and hs had
just got up. He was wearlng his track
sult &nd & blue, unshaven chin to
match. A housskespar by
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onto the carpet. The frame is large,
the shoulders brozd. The ¢yes are
bright blue, which you don’t qulte
expect. .
He will be €0 next year. I say.
he looks pretty fit, “You mean for
an old man?” he asks rmilingly. I

" gay, no, I didn't mean that,

“I have to act my age. No morG
love scencg in filme, I'd Jook rather

silly making love to a 19-year-old gitl.

It's character parts {from now on.”

He falke crisply In the deep volce,
He is rather cool and serious,

A character part has brought him
to London., He plays an npeing CIA
agent in Michuel Winner's film,
Scorplo. Location rhots were dong in
Washington last wesek but the scanes
ostenglbly instda the CTA hieadquers ¢/
ters will bo shot In en oftica block
at Bemel Hempstead,

Ol co-star s Paul Scoficld, who
plays & Russian agent, ‘They last
vorked together oa tho film. The
Traln. Lencaster exys ha admires
Scofleld very mwuch, “I'm & movis
star. Ne's n great wetor, That's the
difference.’ - '

Some of the scenes will be shot

in Vienpa, I Y!”Th(! ,ﬂ. Hl?hm*
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at Sa]zburg from Yienna and to the
Olympice.”

Then he fixes you with tho blve :

eyes, the whola 6 ft. 2 In. frams Jooks
8 shade overbearing and ke soks:
“Do you havs any Influence Ju this
town, Mr. Edwards?"' 1 sxy no, then
“he says he.wanis & ticket {o bhosr
the Nilsson-Soltl  performance o
Elekirse gt Covent Garden, slso Jon
Vickers in Otello,

He szys hig one smbition in lis
had Leen to bz en opars  einpor
“Ever slnce I sang In the church
cholr ag & boy. Then the volca broke
end T've epont the vest of my llie
searching for it '

Weo talk for a whils about his early
days In New York, I llved e 100th
Street, & wids block—Central Park

“was five minutes sway to pley o
1 rpent most of my tima In the library
" on 110k Strest,

"y father worked in the post of-
fice, Heo mnGo 45 dollare a wonk, o

" foriuna in fhosa Gaye, I wors handed

dovmn clothes, Jt didn't matier, Those
things are nnimportant.

tpe g chiid T bed & part o &n
wmateur  production  called
I’l!ltc 5*1 ihﬁ }oifh Thves me
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